Inside SMP proteomics: six years German Human Brain Proteome Project (HBPP) - a summary.
In 2001, the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) initiated the National Genome Research Network (NGFN; www.ngfn.de) as a nation-wide multidisciplinary networking platform aiming at the analysis of common human diseases and aging. Within the NGFN the Human Brain Proteome Project (HBPP; www.smp-proteomics.de) focuses on the analysis of the human brain in health and disease. The concept is based on two consecutive steps: (i) Elaborating and establishing the necessary technology platforms. (ii) Application of the established technologies for research in Alzheimer's disease and Parkinson's disease. In the first funding period, HBPP1, running from 2001 to 2004, necessary technologies were established and optimized. In HBPP2, which started 2004 and will end in May 2008, the developed technologies are used for large-scale experiments, offering new links for disease related research and therapies. The following overview describes structure, aims and outcome of this unique German Brain Proteome Project.